766 


BRIT.ORG/SIDA 20(2) 


Book Rhvif.w 

RiciiAKn DwKiiiT PoRc iiiiR and Douc.las Alan Ravni:r. 2001. A Guide to the Wild- 

flowers of South Carolina. (ISBN 1-57003-437-0, hhk.). University ol South 
Carolina, 718 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29208, U.S.A. (Orders; 800-768- 



2500, 

tos,7"x 101/4”. 


, 551 pp, 11 ligures, numerous color pho 


1 his boc>k is near the (op ol (lie ‘must-ha\'c' list lor anyone inteiested in plants and plant coininuni 
tiesol the eastern United States. The range ol subject matter is lar broader than implied by the title— 
so much so that one has to wonder at the title selection. The wildUower photos and briel accompa- 
nying descriptions (about 700 species) occupy a little more than hall of the 551 total pages— the 
remainder provides a wealth ol inlormation on aspects ol botany and plant communities in South 
Carolina. The book could easily serve as the primary basis lor courses in plant ta.xonomy, plant com- 
munities, or related topics, especially as supplemented Ia' “Natural \egetation of South Carolina" 
(|.M. Barry 1 080) and “Wild I lowers ol the Carolina Low Count r\' and Lower Pcc Dee" UVircher 1005). 

With this nearly unmitigated commendation in int rodiici ion, an outline of the chapters con- 
\'cys a c|uick overview: 

• Introduction 


• Natural History ol Selected Groups ol Vascular Plants (including carni\”orous plants, native or- 
chids. poisonous plants, wi'uKly vines,epiphytic, saproph\'tic, and parasitic j^lants, medicinal plants 
and lolk remedies, edible wild plants, naturalized plants, and duckweeds) 

• I lisiory ol Lield Botany in South CLu'olina 

• Selected Topics on Natural History and Lcolog)^ (including BSuccession in Natural Communities,' 
Lire in the South Carolina Landscape, CLirolina Bays ol the Coastal Plairi, ‘Reproductive Strategies 
ol Vascular Plants,' dVonomic and Cultural Notes.’ ‘Longleal Idne and the Naval Stores Industry,' 
Agriculture and lT)restry; 1:1 lecis on South Carolina's Physical f.andscape,’ and ‘Marshes, Swamps, 
Peatlands, Bogs, and Lens’ 

• South C.arolina’s Natural Wdldl lower Communities (The Mc^untains, Tlie Piedmont, The Lall-Line 
Sandhills, The Coastal Plain, The Maritime Strand; numerous subdix'isions in each catcgcu'y ) 

• Species Descriptions and Color Plates (divided into the same ‘natural communities' and numerous 
subdi vivisio!3S to match the preeeding ehapter, with the addition ol The Ruderal (Communities’) 

■ Lield ( luide to Natural Plant Communities (also di\dded lirst by communit y t ype, then b\’ county - 
then, lor those wanting to walk through the real thing, various natural area preserves, Stale Parks, 
and National Lorestsare identilied and discusseel under individual counties) 

• Indices and otlier “end" pieces (including keys to selected plant groups, a guide to South Carolina 
herbaria, relerences, common and scientific names, and a “eeneral index") 

O 

1 register only a single objection — il one is trying to match a ]dant in fiand with a photo in the book, 
an inordinate amount ol page-1 lipping may be required. The photogi aj^hs and briel notes on indi- 
vidual species are arranged I irst by community and then by some other criterion that is not clear to 
me. Lven within one comnumity, species ol a single lamily are not grouped together. This objection, 
however, must show a personal bias ol mine, because other recent books (including the earlier S.C. 
volume by Porcher, noted above) are published with the same format, the mueh-experienced authors 
(Porcher<Si Ra) ner) explicitly intend the bc^ok to be a lield guide, and apparently inexperienced stu- 
dents find the arrangement useful.— Guv /- Ncsom, BuUniiccil Resam h Institute of Texas, 50B Teean 
Street, Tort Worth, TX, 76102S060, USA. 
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